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The high school music experience is a unique one and one that you will
surely enjoy. The high school program is quite different from the junior high or
middle school program. Students at the high school level will be involved in as
many as twenty to thirty performances per year, as compared with the usual
seven or eight concerts presented in the middle school. Marching Band, Jazz
Band and Concert Bands provide many opportunities for the type of musical
enrichment and personal development that can only be found at the high school
level. Students get the opportunity to perform, to travel, and to be a part of
something exceptional. Wakulla offers many options for the student who chooses
to be a part of our trend-setting program. In addition to the many educational and
cultural benefits, students grow both socially and emotionally through music.
Entering a large school and facing new situations, students will be glad to have a
place where they know that they belong. It will be comforting to have a large
group of friends with whom they share many positive experiences.

The music program offers a chance to develop leadership skills. The
student leadership system in the Wakulla High School Music Program will
become a model for the other schools in our area. Communication skills are
stressed, along with group management, goal setting, time management, and
other valuable skills and strategies that help to increase the students’
self-confidence and self-image. Although the Wakulla Music program is quite
active, rehearsal time is kept to a minimum. Everyone realizes the importance of
students' involvement in other activities during high school. Wakulla members are
also free to be involved in almost every other sport, club, and activity at the
school. Students are encouraged to be involved with many activities, and flexible
scheduling can be worked out if we all plan ahead. High school music students
tend to be in the top percentages of their classes, as witnessed by the high
number of honor students who are active in music. The Wakulla Instrumental
Music Program is truly one-of-a-kind. | feel strongly that every student should be
given a positive environment in which to achieve. Together, we can make it
happen!

Sincerely,

Joseph Kennedy Sarah Liljestrand
Director of Bands Assistant Director of Bands



INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC HANDBOOK

PREFACE

This booklet was written in order to provide students and parents with
information concerning the various activities, polices, and phases of the
instrumental music program at Wakulla High School. It is impossible for
this booklet to cover answers to all questions that may arise. All students
and parents will need to read this booklet carefully, fill out the form included
in the back of the handbook, sign it, and return it to the Director. School
rules and policies are in effect at all times a student is directly or indirectly
involved in any activity sponsored by or in the name of Wakulla High
School. School policy shall have priority over music program policy in the
event of any conflict. The Director shall have the authority to suspend or
amend any Wakulla Music policy at any time in the best interest of the
overall program.

WHS Music OBJECTIVES

The Wakulla High Music Program is an integral part of school life and is
recognized as a school activity. It is one of the largest and most active
voluntary student organizations at our school, and its members form an
active, cosmopolitan group. The primary objectives of the music program
are as follows:

e Educational - To develop interested and discriminating listeners, to
provide a well-rounded musical education, and to prepare students for
musical activities beyond high school. There are also many values in
the study of music as a discipline that transfer to other areas of
learning.

o Cultural - Tofoster the continued development of music appreciation
and understanding through the study and performance of music.



e Service - Tolend color and atmosphere to certain school and
community affairs while promoting the dignity and reputation of Wakulla
High School at all appearances.

e (Citizenship - To develop the students’ abilities to function as responsible
members of a group, to interact with others in a positive manner, and to
function as responsible members of the community.

e Recreational - To provide all students with the opportunity for worthy
use of leisure time, an emotional outlet, and good social experiences.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PROGRAM

The program is open to all interested students who demonstrate the desire,
ability, and proper attitude to be a member of the group. Students desiring
to join the program must audition for membership and must have
permission from the Directors.

Students will be placed at the discretion of the Directors. It should be
understood that everyone will have an equal and fair opportunity to
participate. However, from time to time, it may become necessary to
exclude or dismiss those students who fail to meet the required standards
at the discretion of the directors and presented in this Handbook.

All students enrolled in any Band ensemble are expected to participate in
both Marching and Concert Bands unless outstanding circumstances exist
that prevent such participation. Jazz Band members whose every day
instrument is not part of the marching band are encouraged, but not
required, to participate in Marching Band. However, many jazz players in
the past have found Marching Band to be a fun and exciting way to learn a
new instrument, make new friends, and make music!



THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTITUDE

The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual
or organization is attitude. The right attitude involves sincerity,
concentration, and dedication as the basic foundation. Such an attitude
makes an artistic performance inevitable and is the factor that makes the
difference between a quality organization and a mediocre group. It takes
intense commitment to reach goals. Students should learn to discipline
themselves to practice daily on fundamentals in concentrated and routine
practice. You who are in music are a favored few. This organization can do
much for you. Make the most of this opportunity in every rehearsal and
performance

THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLINE

Because of the nature of the organization, discipline must be strict out of
necessity. Students and parents must be willing to accept the ideals,
principles, and rules of the organization. Because music ensemble
members are constantly on public display, each member must always be
aware of the importance of good behavior. Any misconduct casts a direct
reflection on the group and school and may well undo the good work of
many students. Any student who casts discredit on an ensemble with
his/her conduct, either at school or on a trip, shall be subject to dismissal
from the program in addition to other disciplinary action by the schoo



WHS Music Program RULES

The reputation of the Wakulla High Instrumental Music Program is built
on quality of character and musicianship. We expect your best!

e All students are expected to behave properly and courteously at all
times. They are representing Wakulla High School and Wakulla
County. Anyone guilty of gross misbehavior may be dismissed from
the program.

e All school rules will be strictly enforced by the WHS Music Program.
The Music Department and the school authorities will deal with any
infraction of the rules.

e Students who are repeatedly disciplined by school authorities for
violation of school policies are a liability to the program and will be
subject to dismissal from our organization.

e All students are required to attend all Music Program activities unless
excused by the staff. Multiple absences from regularly scheduled
rehearsals will not be tolerated and may result in the loss of your
position. Please refer to the Grading Policy (pg. 10) and Attendance
Policy (pg. 13) for details.

e Insubordination directed toward staff or volunteers will not be
tolerated.

e Young adults must not damage property or equipment. As WHS Music
Program members, you reflect not only the values you learn at WHS,
but what you have learned from your parents and community aswell.

e Absolutely no hazing or initiation of any person in any form will be
tolerated.

Students who violate the rules of the program are subject to changes in chair
placement, loss of leadership positions, or dismissal.




REHEARSALS

In order to give students the maximum benefits of the program, it is
necessary to hold some after school rehearsals. Marching Band and all
Concert Band rehearsals count as a portion of the student's grade (see
Grading Policy, pg. 10), and all rehearsals count toward a varsity letter.

Rehearsal schedules are published well in advance, and other coaches
and sponsors are very willing to work out any conflicts that might arise.
Marching Band requires the most time since it is mostly extra-curricular
and involves not only playing but moving in intricate formations as well.
However, rest assured that we will get by with the minimum after school
time necessary to produce the quality of performance that students
deserve.

Rehearsal Schedule

Ensemble | Time

Marching Monday 5:30-8:00 and Thursday 2:45-5:15 until marching MPA.

Band

Wind Monday 2:30-4:30, starting after marching MPA.

Ensemble

Concert Band | Thursday 2:30-4:30, starting after marching MPA

Jazz Band Rehearsals may be called in afternoon or evening as necessary with 2

weeks prior notice.

Color Guard | All marching rehearsals plus sectionals Tuesdays 2:30-5:00

Drumline Sectionals 'i‘hursdays 6:30-8:00 Aug. — Nov.

Special Events

From time to time, special events may arise in addition to rehearsals,
school ball games, contests, parades, concerts, and other such regular
appearances. Participation in special events not previously scheduled will
be at the discretion of the Directors and school officials after conferring
with the ensemble regarding the feasibility of the event. We are not able to
accept all invitations for obvious reasons, and neither can we do instant
performances. However, it is the policy of the Wakulla High Music Program
to cooperate as much as possible with special requests for performances



Band 5 & 6 Honors

Students that are in the 11* or 12* grade and have accepted (by audition) a
position into the Wakulla High School Wind Ensemble will have the option
to take Bands 5 & 6 in place of Bands 3 & 4. The benefit to this is that
those students will receive honors credit for their GPA. Those students
enrolled in Bands 5 & 6 will have extra requirements (listed below)
compared to 3 or 4. Once enrolled in an honors course, the students will
not be able to be moved out of it for the duration of the school year.
Students may still enroll in Bands 3 & 4 if they are in concert band or do
not want to fulfill the extra requirements for the honors credit while in Wind
Ensemble. They must make that decision when creating their schedule
leading into the new school year. Students in Bands 5 & 6 must complete
all of the regularly scheduled events plus will be required to participate in
the following:

= All District Band Auditions and participate in the event if accepted
« Solo and Ensemble Festival
= Assist with Concert Band sectionals

= Concert Attendance (must attend 2 outside/non required professional or university level

concerts per year)

Any students that do not complete the previous events in the proper
manner will have their grades adjusted accordingly based on the grading
(pg.10) and attendance (pg.13) policies. Participating in the proper manner
will be based on the requirements for these events that were previously
optional. For example, students auditioning for All District Band were
required to get an A or a B on every test leading into the audition that used
the audition requirements. Failure to do so would result in a student not
being allowed to audition. These expectations will still apply before
auditioning for students in bands 5 & 6.
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GRADING POLICY

Grades will be determined according to the particular grade criteria for
each grading term. The criteria will reflect special projects, performances,
and other obligations of the student that will affect his/her grade during that
term. Work and lack of transportation will never be an excused absence. A
general grade summary is as follows:

A - Attend all Wakulla High Music Events and maintain an A average in
class.

B - Attend all Wakulla High Music Events and earn a B average in class.
OR
Attend all but 1 Wakulla High Music Event (not including District/State
Festival) and earn an A in class.

C - Attend all Wakulla High Music Events and earn a C average in class.
OR
Attend all but 1 Wakulla High Music Event (not including District/State
Festival) and earn a B in class.
OR
Attend all but 2 Wakulla High Music Events (not including District/State
Festival) and earn an A in class.

D - Attend all Wakulla High Music Events and earn a D average in class.
OR
Attend all but 1 Wakulla High Music Event (not including District/State
Festival) and earn a C in class.
OR
Attend all but 2 Wakulla High Music Events (not including District/State
Festival) and earn a B in class.
OR
Attend all but 3 Wakulla High Music Events (not including District/State
Festival) and earn an A in class.

F - Fail to Attend District/State Festival.
OR
Attend all Wakulla High Music Events and earn an F average in class.
OR
Attend all but 1 Wakulla High Music Event (not including District/State
Festival) and earn a D in class.
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OR
Attend all but 2 Wakulla High Music Events (not including District/State
Festival) and earn a C in class.

OR
Attend all but 3 Wakulla High Music Events (not including District/State
Festival) and earn a B in class.

OR
Attend all but 4 Wakulla High Music Events (not including District/State
Festival) and earn an A in class.

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: For unexcused absences, students may have

the option of preventing grade changes by submitting a typed or
hand-wﬂttenAresearch paper on an approved music topic. This must be
submitted two weeks after the absence in order to prevent grade changes.
This applies to each unexcused absence! If the paper is not turned in on

time, it will not be accepted.

At the discretion of the directors, If a student is unexcused from a dress
rehearsal, that student will not perform on the concert and his/her grade will be
adjusted accordingly. This also includes Thursday marching practices before

football games.

EXCUSED ABSENCES: Absences excused by WHS, or the Directors will
not lower a student’s grade. However, an alternate assignment may be

given at the discretion of the Directors.

11! WORK & LACK OF TRANSPORTATION WILL NEVER BE AN

EXCUSED ABSENCE !!!
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Qm[azmg[ The directors support the parents who feel that, in order to “help” their
students to do-better.in their schoolwork:-or to punish the students for misconduct at
‘home, they should not be allowed to come to music rehearsals/performances. However,
if parents chooseé-to utilize this form.of dlsmpllne they must understand that absences of
thIS’ ‘natire are. unexcused and will receive'the appropriate weight when determining a

. Student's band grade and participation in future performances and events,

CT E

e All music must be present at all times. If you take a folder home and are out
of school the next day, please make arrangements for your music to be at
school for your stand partner's use.

e Students are required to bring their instruments every single day. If a
student’s instrument is in the shop for repair, the student is required to
have a loaner instrument from the music store. If this is not possible, the
student must contact the Directors first thing in the morning to see if
another instrument is available to use in class.

e All instruments must go home on Friday.

e Auditions occur several times throughout the year. These can be for
grades, chair placement, and/or ensemble placement. Auditions will be
announced well in advance and may be adjudicated by the Directors or
area professionals from outside the Wakulla music program.

e Extra Credit:

ArtsAltendance: Students must attend an arts event, write a one-page

critique, and turn it in with a program to receive credit. The deadline is

one week after each event. (See Director for acceptable concerts and
arts events to attend.)

Ensemble Placement

With the level of constant expectation of musical excellence being a main
priority to students at Wakulla High School, placement into upper-level
ensembles becomes more complex. Each student will be placed into their
respective ensemble, decisions on ensemble placement are made at the
discretion of the director on a variety of criteria. Students may be required
to audition for appropriate ensemble placement. All decisions are final.
Musical factors may not be the only factor to ensemble placement. Other
factors could include:

e Student’s reliability and accountability- With ensembles that aim to

perform at a professional level, reliability and accountability are key.
This may also include school attendance.

e Vacancy in ensembles- In groups like the WHS Wind Ensemble,
balance must be kept at the discretion of the director. There can only
be so many of certain instruments in an ensemble.
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e Student's compared skill- Aithough a student may complete the
minimum audition to enter an ensemble, if their skill will be a
detriment to that section, they may need more time in a lower-
level ensemble.






